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CHANGING THE WAY | TEACH TO REACH A
CHANGING WORLD by Staci Holderman

Picture a young wolmeet the needs of studentsurprise, students jumped on
shopping in the grocery stor with different learning styles. the opportunity and put their
listening to a lecture from hiIncorporating innovative technical skills to the test. |
tory class. Picture an ado teaching strategies in an onlineas thrilled to hear that one
uploading his presentation 1environment is critical to thestudent had recorded his au-
communications class process of course developdio using a playstation, but
utube. Envision having the ment. As | continue to teacheven more excited to see the
sources to bring in guest sjonline, | learn new techniquedseedback that he received as
from all over the world. F each year that enhance thet her s qui ckl y
nately, t h es e quality of my courses. lhavefl i g mgpopus dof t hat
my imaginafiothey are the w found that incorporating au-out the semester, students
we can teach in theebtury.  dio and/or video lectures, forhave continued to work to-
example, provides stu-gether to formulate group
dents with the opportu- responses in discussion
% nity to feel like they areboards and have benefited

“in a more traditional from the opportunity to learn
classroom while being infrom one another. Most
the comfort of their would report that the learning
¥ own homes. This year Icommunities have also made
/\'\ have focused on en-the course more enjoyable.

&4 hancing the learning As the need for dis-

communities within my tance education courses con-

distance courses. tinues to rise, it is important
Distance Education Although online learn- that faculty work together to

has certainly changed the w ing communities present theiincrease the number of online

| teach and learnit is impor- own challenges, research supeurses we offer and that we

tant to me that | convey the ports the notion that the first continue to focus on the qual-

message to my students thline of support for a collegeity of the online instruction

distance does not mean alstudent is from that of a peerthat we provide.n so doing,

sence. | continue to be As students learn to connecit is essential that we continue

amazed by the endless posin an online environment, to incorporate the latest tech-

bilities that a virtual classroor they become part of a classjologies and trends that make

can present. | have found rather than being a single indienline course delivery current

distance education to enhantvidual in an online coursein a continually changing

the quality of my courses, ar One of the first steps in alearning environment.

research supports the idea th learning community is to

faculty can utilize a variety ¢ provide an opportunity

pedagogical approaches in ifor students to get to

online environment that car know one another.

improve communication be: This semester |

tween students and facult challenged my students to

increase student motivation t use the wimba voice

learn, and provide an enviror board to record their own

ment that can be tailored tiintroductions. To my




