Lexington’s Second Annual Peace and Global Citizenship Fair
May 19, 2007 at the BCTC Cooper Campus
An Invitation to Partici!:)ate

Background:

On May 20, 2006, Blucgrass Community and Technical Co”ege’s Peace and Justice Coalition,

in cooPeration with the Central Kentucky Council for Peace and Justice, Kentuckians for the
Commonwealth, the BCTC Office of Mu?ticultural Affairs, the Franciscan Peace Center, Communit
Farm Alliance, the Clergg and Laity Network, and many others, hosted Our Little World: The First
Annual Lexington Peace Fair.

The Peace and Justice Coalition students’ purpose in hosting the event was to model a joyful
alternative to exPloitation, corPoratization, and consumerism. Emphasis was Placed on vaf?xing lobal
lmowledge and understanding as well as valuing local Procluction, community, and knowlcdge o Place.
Music, art, Jocall grown food, worksholps, and themed booths were aimed at raising awareness of the

Peachul Possibl ities for a socia”g, eco ogica”g, and economica”g sustainable future.

)

We hosted a Children for Peace contest, where K-12 students were asked to answer the qucs‘cion:
“How can you help to sPrcac] peace from your backyard to our little world?” The many lovelg and
thou htFu?resPonses received were compﬁed in booklet form. A limited number of these handmade
booﬁets is available, upon request.

On the <:139 of the event, there was live music (Reel World String Band, Water, La banda, and Born
Cross~cgecb during the clag and a wonderful closing peace ceremony led bg Pangaea Drums.

Workshops on sustainable li\/ing were held throughout the clay. In addition to a number of children’s
activities, there were booths on peace and sPiritualitg, wellness, the environment and ecological
sustainability, peace andjus‘cice, global awareness, and fair trade. Local farmers and artisans also had
wonderful booths with fresh sPring Produce and unusual handmade items.

This 9ear’s event:

This year, for the second annual event, we have broadened the name to better reflect the dual local/
global emphasis: creating an ecologica”g sustainable communitg and buildingglobal unclerstanding
and lmowreclge. Lexington’s Second Annual Peace and Global Ci‘cizenship Fair will be held on
Saturdag, May 19t on the grounds of bluegrass Communitg and Technical Co”cge’s Coopcr Campus.
This campus is clirectlg nor%ﬂ of Commonwealth Stadium. Bus routes #3, 3%, 54, and 35 come ]33 the



campus or close to it. The event will laegin at noon. There will be a break in the action from about
5:00 p-m. until 5:30 p-m. An evening concert will begin at 5:30. This concert will be a benefit for Howe
Charities (see httP: // www.howecharities.org), a Lexington non—Proﬁt.

The students are working on some tascinating ideas for this gear’s event. There will be a peace bridge
and a world Pinata. When untied, the Pinata will release an earthﬂcriendlg surPrise that supports the
idea of local sustainabilitg. A Children for Peace art contest and Creatinga Culture of Peace essay
contest for adults is open for entries.

Music will again fill the air. This year, Reel World String Band, Water, and Pangaea Drums will be
returning. Joining us this year will be Alma Gitana, Mitch Barrett, the Dialectics, and others.

l:oocl, from local sources, will be Provided }og Stella’s. Last year, there were no small meals for the
children so this year the Peace and Justice Coalition will have a food booth serving Peace and Justice
sandwiches (aka peanut butter andjam), gri”ecl cheese, and a surprise or two. The prices will be very
reasonable.

The Sustainable Cities Network is coordinatin worksnops on sustainable !iving tnrougnout the c]ag.
The Universitg of Kentuckif s nosting an exhibit on alternative transportation. Booths will again focus
on citizensnip —local and g obal.

Our invitation to you:

We would like for you/ your group to have a booth at the fair. There is no cnarge for Participation.
The booths ma ]ge set up between 10:45 and 11:45 a.m. and taken down at 5:00 p-m. We hoPe that
3ou’” stay for JC%IC evening concert teaturing Alma Gitana (see nttp://www.almagitanamusic.com),
Mitch Barrett (see http://cdbaby.com/cd/mitchbarrett), and Palngaea Drums. The event will end at
about 8:00 p-m. '

We want eople to come to the fair and find it so energjzing, informative, and fun that t]neg stay most
(if not alE clag. To engage eople insuch a way, we would Tike for all of the ParticiPants to Plan one
(or more) activity for the cgg. The activity doesn’t have to be angt]'iing tancy,just informative and
crjogable. if 3ou’” be se”in% farm Pro&ucts, native Plants, or handmade items, then that’s your
acti\/itﬂ. Otherwise, jjou might consider engaging attendees in some sort of eco!ogical knowledge
quiz, Iscussing me icinal Plants or how to have a Proc]uctive urban gardcn) encouragjng children
to contribute to a co”age about peace, leading tree ID tours, training small roups about how to get
involved in Promoting socialjusticc Issues in Kcntuckg, or creating any num§er of other activities.

There are certainlg many oPtions that will nelp tairgoers “Think. Act. Discover. Peace.”

For those who Plan to sell sometning at the fair, we ask that it be some combination of local, organic/
ecologica”g sound, handmade in a sustainable manner, tairlg traded, and educational and that a
Portion of the Proceecls be earmarked for a non~Pr01rit that does good works or for local farmers. It
would be nice to post the name of the beneﬁciarg at your booth.

it youcan bringgour own canopy, tables, and chairs, that would be most aPPreciated; however, if you
cannot, we can Provide tent space, one table, and two chairs per group. SPace is somewhat limited. We

ask t]'iat you comPlete ancl return tne aPPlication torm as soon as you can.

Contacts:



A second~3ear BCTC student is currentlg designinga webpage for the Peace and Justice Coalition.

This webpage should be oPerational bg March 15t. Check that page, http:/ /www.peacclclau.org for
event updates. ' '

Please direct your qucs‘cions to Rebecca Glasscock, Facultg advisor for BCTC’s Peace and Justice
Coalition. Her email address is rcbecca.glasscock@kctcs.e uand telephone number is (859) 246-6319.

We hope to hear from you soon. Thank you so much.

Recgclccl Papcrl
Itis Possible to live in peace. (Mahatma Gandhi, 1869-1948)



